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Report  of  the 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


G.  R.  THORPE,  M.B.,  Gh.B. , D.P.H 


xo  one  on.AJ_ruvixuM  aiaiu  jyuayiJBEKb  ur  inn 
KEMPSTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  health  of  the  District  remained  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

There  was  little  change  in  the  various  statistics  which  are  tabulated 
later  in  this  report.  These  have  in  fact  remained  fairly  constant  for  some 
years.  The  population  of  the  District  is  slowly  rising  and  this  can  be 
expected  to  continue. 

Considerable  interest  has  been  shown  in  recent  years  in  the  effect  of 
noise  on  the  health  of  the  individual.  Health  authorities  on  the  Continent 
and  in  the  United  States  of  .America  have  studied  the  problem  for  same  years 
and  now  in  this  country  more  active  steps  are  being  taken  to  deal  with  the 
problem,  especially  with  regard  to  aircraft  noise.  The  effect  of  noise  on 
health  varies  in  different  psople,  some  are  quite  unaffected  by  relatively 
loud  noise  which  others  find  unbearable.  In  many  cases  one  accepts  noise 
and,  after  a time,  tends  to  ignore  it  and  be  unaffected  by  it,  except  when 
an  occasion  arises  when  the  pitch  and  intensity  of  the  noise  alters  and  it 
becomes  more  noticeable.  Very  high  intensity  of  sound  has  been  found  to 
cause  deafness  after  prolonged  exposure.  ’’Pop  Music"  has  been  blames  for 
deafness  in  students  examined  on  entrance  to  universities.  Certain  factory 
workers  suffer  from  deafness,  due  to  intense  noise  associated  with  work. 

In  the  case  of  -jet  aircraft,  it  is  doubtful  if  deafness  would  be  caused 
but  health  could  be  affected  due  to  noise  interfering  with  sleep.  It 
adversely  affects  concentration  and  could  so  interfere  with  the  studies  of 
children  and  students.  It  is  difficult  to  reduce  the  noise  of  aircraft 
engines  without  affecting  tfre  efficiency.  It  is  therefore  necessary  to 
site  airports  and  their  approaches  away  from  residential  areas. 

Complaints  regarding  noise  problems  in  the  District  are  dealt  with  by 
the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  With  regard  to  industrial  noise,  the  Factory 
Inspectors  can  advise  remedies  and  the  management  are  usually  very  co-operative 
in  endeavouring  to  reduce  any  nuisance  due  to  noise  by  manufacturing  processes. 

Town  and  Country  Planning  can  be  helpful  in  preventing  the  establishment  o 1 
new  industry  in  places  where  it  could  cause  nuisance  by  noise.  The  insistance 
on  soundproofing  new  buildings  could  also  be  helpful. 

Road  traffic  is  one  of  the  main  causes  of  noise  in  towns  and  through- 
traffic  on  main  roads  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  routed  away  from 
residential  areas. 

Courses  at  technical  institutions  are  available  for  those  concerned  with 
noise  abatement  and  valuable  information  can  be  obtained  from  them, 

I am  grateful  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  to  the  Members  of  the  Council 
for  your  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  and  to  all 
members  of  the  staff  for  their  support  and  keenness  in  making  the  Health 
Department  an  efficient  organisation. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.R.  THORPE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres  (census  1961)  ... 

1,302 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  home 
populatiom  mid-year  1968 

11,620 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of 
year  according  to  Rate  Book 

3,913 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April  1968)  ... 

£585,981 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

£2,350 

2, 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

• • • 

O • O 0 • • 

• • • 

119 

114 

233 

Illegitimate  . . . 

• • a 

• • • t • • 

• • • 

4 

7 

11 

Totals 

123 

121 

244 

Crude  Birth  Rate  21.0  per  1,000  home 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  20.  S 11  " " 

( The  comparability 

factor  for  the  District  being  1. 04 ) 

As  compared  with: 

Average  of  last  five  years 
Adjusted  Rate  for  Bedfordshire 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales 


18.7  per  1,000  home  population 

18.3  " " " " 

16.9-  " " " » 


population 

tt 
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Still  Births 


Males  Females  Total 


Legitimate  „ „ . ... 

« o « » ©CO 

0 0 0 

3 

2 

5 

Illegitimate  ...  ... 

0*0  0*0 

t>  • o 

- 

1 

1 

Totals 

3 

3 

6 

Still  Birth  Rate 

24.0 

per  1,000 

total  (live  and 

still  bir 

As  compared  with: 

Average  of  last  five  years 

7.1 

if  ii 

ii 

it  it 

ti  n 

Rate  for  Bedfordshire 

14.2 

n ti 

it 

n ti 

it  n 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

14.0 

ii  it 

it 

it  it 

ti  n 

Dearths  in  the  District  ... 

Deaths . 

• • o 0 • 0 

0 * • 

Males 

25 

Females 

33 

Total 

58 

Transferred  into  the  District 

© • 9 • • • 

• # # 

35 

22 

57 

Transferred  from  the  District 

*>  • • 0 • • 

000 

- 

5 

5 

Totals 

60 

50 

110 

Crude  Death  Rate  9.5  per  1,000  home  population 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  8.8  " " ” " 

(The  comparability 

factor  for  the  District  being  0.93) 

As  compared  with: 

Average  of  last  five  years  11.6  per  1,000  home  population 

Adjusted  Rate  for  Bedfordshire  10.1  " 11  " ” 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  11.9  ” " " ” 
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Death s of  Inf ants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males  Females  Total 


1 


1 


2 


Totals 


2 


Infant  Mortality  Rate 

8.0 

per 

1,000 

related 

live 

births 

As  compared  with: 

Average  of  last  five  years 

14.2 

It 

It 

it 

it 

it 

Rate  for  Bedfordshire 

15.7 

It 

It 

IT 

it 

it 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

18.0 

If 

it 

n 

n 

it 

Deaths  Connected  with  Childbirth 


Maternal  Mortality  . . . „ . . ..  Nil, 

There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  births  during  the  year 
and  the  birth  rate  was  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  deaths  in  the  District  were  a little  lower  than  in  the  previous 
year,  with  110  in  1968,  compared  with  117  in  1967.  ^he  excess  of  births 
over  deaths  in  1968,  being  134.  The  total  population  was  estimated  to 
have  increased  by  about  300o 

One  baby  died,  under  four  weeks  of  age,  due  to  a congenital 
abnormality. 

No  maternal  deaths  occurred  and  no  deaths  due  to  infectious 
diseases. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  AT  DIFFERED 


i 

i 


Cause  of  Death 

Total 

all 

Ages, 

Under 

4 

Weeks 

4 Weeks 
& Under 

1 Year. 

M. 

F. 

M 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Lung,  Bronchus 

12 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Uterus 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Leukaemia 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  Etc, 

5 

3 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  Etc, 

_ 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Hypertensive  Disease 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

14 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

5 

12 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

2 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Influsenza 

1 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

Pneumonia 

4 

8 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

3 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

i - 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Diseases,  Ge nit o-Ur inary  System 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Diseases  of  Skin,  Subcutaneous  Tissue 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Congenital  Anomalies 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Symptoms  & Ill-Defined  Conditions 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- ' 

Motor  Vehicle.  Accidents 

! 2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

All  Other  Accidents 

1 

— 

- 

— 

- 

All  Other  External  Causes 

1 

— 

— 

Total  all  causes 

60 

50 

1 

— 

— 

1 
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PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1968 


Age 

in  Yeers 

- 1 

5- 

i 15- 

f 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75  & 
f Over 

M.  F.  1 

M. 

F. 

i M 

. F. 

i M.  F. 

M.  F. 

i m 

. F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

_ 

1 - 

2 

1 

5 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

J. 

- ~ 

- 

- 

- 

- , 

1 - 

1 - 
“1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

j 

“ ± 

9 

7 

1 

c 

1 

0 

2 

D 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

9 

2 

4 

1 

i 

0 

4 

8 

1 

-L 

1 

1 

9 

J. 

- 

± 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

JL 

1 

- 

- 

-1 

3 

- 1 

1 - 

2 1 i 

5 

4 1 

14 

3 

9 

7 

25 

34 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  AND  MEDICAL  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


Provided  by  the  North  West  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board 

General  Hospitals : 

Bedford  General  Hospital,  South  Wing,  Kempston  Road,  Bedford* 

Bedford  General  Hospital,  North  Wing,  Kimbolton  Road,  Bedford. 

Chest  Clinic: 

Bedford  General  Hospital,  North  Wing. 

Venereal  Disease  Clinic : 

Bedford  General  Hospital,  South  Wing. 

Provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 

Bacteriological  Laboratory: 

Bedford  General  Hospital,  North  Wing. 

Provided  by  the  Bedfordshire  County  Council 

Ambulance  Service 

The  Bedfordshire  County  Council  provides  an  Ambulance  Service  for  the 
whole  of  the  Administrative  County. 

In  addition  to  the  transport  of  emergency  cases,  ambulance  or  sitting- 
case  car  transport  is  available  for  carrying  patients  unable  to  travel  by 
other  means  to  and  from  hospitals  or  clinics,  when  attendance  is  necessary 
for  medical  treatment. 

The  Ambulance  Service  also  covers  the  removal  to  isolation  hospitals 
of  patients  suffering  from  infectious  disease. 

Domiciliary  Nursing  and  Midwifery  Service 

Health  Visiting  Service 

Chief  Nursing  Officer:  Miss  W.  Frost, 

Health  Department,  Phoenix  Chambers, 

High  Street,  Bedford.  Telephone  Bedford  5165 

The  Kempston  Urban  District  is  satisfactorily  covered  by  Home  Nursing, 
Midwifery  and  Health  Visiting  personnel,  who  operate  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Chief  Nursing  Officer  and  her  Assistants. 
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Home  Help  Service 


Organiser:  Mrs  V.  M.  Van  Berckelaer, 

Health  Clinic,  Union  Street,  Bedford. 

Telephone  Bedford  52207 

Home  Helps  are  provided  for  households  where  assistance  is  needed. 
The  amount  of  help  given  varies  according  to  the  needs  of  the  individuals 
assisted.  This  Service  is  provided  for  the  whole  of  the  County  and  meets 
a great  social  need. 

Clinical  Services 


Sessions,  as  given  below,  were  again  held  at  the  Kempston  Methodist 
Schoolroom  in  Foster  Road,  until  November  1968,  when  the  County  Council’s 
new  purpose-built  clinic  in  Halsey  Road,  was  opened. 

Child  Health  Clinic  - Friday  each  week 

Mother craft  Classes  - Wednesday  afternoon  each  week 

School  Clinic,  Union  Street,  Bedford. 

Audiometry 
Child  Guidance 
Dental  Treatment 
Orthoptic  Treatment 
Speech  Therapy 


4.  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Cases  of  measles  during  the  year  were  fewer  than  in  1967.  It  has 
been  noted  that  measles  tends  to  be  more  prevalent  in  alternate  years. 
However,  it  is  hoped  that  in  future  there  will  be  a considerable  reduction 
in  the  number  of  cases  of  measles  notified  as  immunisation  against  this 
disease  is  now  being  carried  out.  There  has  been  quite  a good  response 
by  parents  to  have  their  children  protected  against  this  disease. 

There  has  been  a considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
tuberculosis  notified  since  the  end  of  the  war,  but  the  disease  still 
occurs  and  efforts  must  be  continued  to  combat  it.  School  children  can 
be  protected  by  means  of  B.C.G.  vaccination.  A simple  skin  test  determines 
whether  the  body’s  resistance  to  the  disease  has  been  stimulated  by  contact 
with  the  disease.  Positive  reactors  to  this  test  are  referred  to  the  Chest 
Clinic,  but  when  a negative  result  is  obtained  vaccination  is  given.  The 
response  to  this  immunisation  is  very  good.  Mass  radiography  is  a useful 
means  of  detecting  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  a unit  visits  Bedford  each 
Thursday  afternoon.  All  those  whose  employment  brings  them  into  contact 
with  children  should  have  regular  chest  x-rays. 
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Protection  against  influenza  is  also  available  to  certain  essential 
personnel,  such  as  nursing  staff  and  the  staff  of  the  Ambulance  and  Fire 
Services.  This  is  usually  given  in  the  autumn  before  the  disease  reaches 
its  peak  incidence. 

Ambulance  staff  are  also  protected  against  smallpox  at  regular 
intervals. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Disease. 

Notifications  by  Age  Groups 

0 - 5 

5-15 

Over  15 

Age 

Unknown 

Total 

Removed  tc 
Hospital 

Measles 

14 

7 1 

2 

23 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

5 

2 

- 

15 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

1 

- 

- 

5 

- 

Dysentey 

3 

11 

- 

8 

22 

- 

Pneumonia 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

1 

.1 

— 

14 


(b) 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Tuberculosis  in  Age  Groups 

Age 

New  Cases 

Deaths . 

Pulmonary 

PulmSnary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

; Pulmonary 

M. F. Im. Ej 

M.  E 1 M.  F. 

Under  1 year 

1-5  years 

5 - 15  years 
15-35  years 

35  - 65  years 

Over  65  years 

1 Iji 

1 1 

— 

t i it  i i | 

i i i i i i 

Totals  2 2 

- 

. 

- 

Number  on  Register  at  End  of  Year 

Male  Female 

Pulmonary  . ...  13  10 

Non-*  Pulmonary  ...  1 1 

(/  Transferred  from  another  District) 


5.  MASS  RADIOGRAPHY 

A mobile  x-ray  unit  visits  the  Market  Place  (by  Town  Bridge),  Bedford, 
once  each  week  on  Thursdays,  from  2,15  p.m.  to  3.45  p.m.  During  this  time 
patients  sent  by  tneir  doctors  can  quickly  be  x-rayed. 


6.  CLEANSING  OF  VERMINOUS  PERSONS 

Public  Health  Act  1936.  Section  85 

This  Section  refers  principally  to  school  children  with  head  lice 
infestation  and  they  are  dealt  with  as  a matter  of  routine  by  the  Health 
Visitors. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948,  Section  47 


No  action  was  necessary  under  this  Section  of  the  Act  during  the 

year. 


8.  ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH 

Water  Supply 


An  adequate  supply  of  water  has  been  maintained  in  the  District  by  the 
Bedfordshire  Water  Board.  The  Kempston  District  is  supplied  from  the  Bedford 
River  Ouse  Source. 
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Report  of  the 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
Surveyor 


S.  BENTHAM,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 


To  the  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Madam  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Nineteen  sixty-eight  can  be  recorded  as  a year  of  steady  progress, 
the  broad  field  and  intensity  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  public  health 
staff  being  summarized  in  the  following  pages  of  this  report. 

Steps  were  initiated  by  the  Council  to  overcome  a long  standing 
problem  at  the  sewage  disposal  works,  when  it  was  agreed  in  principle 
to  proceed  with  the  installation  of  plant  for  the  efficient  treatment 
of  sewage  sludge.  There  should  be  no  difficulty  in  disposing  of  the 
innocuous  material  which  will  be  produced  and  complaints  of  smell  nuisance 
which  arise  during  summer  months  should  be  eliminated  when  the  scheme  is 
implemented. 

A service  for  the  collection  of  bulky  items  of  household  refuse  was 
inaugurated  during  the  year.  This  service  was  advertised  and  an  increasin, 
number  of  householders  are  taking  advantage  of  it.  The  service  is  free 
for  all  items  of  household  refuse  excluding  garden  rubbish  and  builders 
rubble. 

The  coming  into  operation  of  the  Civic  Amenities  Act  1968  should  do 
much  to  reduce  scars  on  the  countryside  brought  about  by  abandoned 
vehicles.  The  Council  provided  a pound  at  the  sewage  disposal  works, 
Woburn  Road,  and  use  of  this  facility  is  increasing  and  is  to  be  encouraged. 

During  the  year  action  was  commenced  in  respect  of  all  the  remaining 
houses  included  in  the  Council's  Five  Year  Slum  Clearance  Programme, 
commenced  in  October  1964.  The  rate  at  which  houses  become  unfit  in  the 
forseeable  future  will  depend  largely  on  the  success  of  the  Housing  Act 
foreshadowed  by  the  Government's  White  Paper  "Old  Houses  Into  New  Homes" 
issued  in  April  1968.  One  of  the  White  Paper’s  aims  is  to  achieve  what 
prewious  Acts  have  failed  to  do  in  arresting  the  decay  of  older  houses  and 
to  ensure  that  they  are  brought  up  to  modern-day  standards  by  the  carrying  | 
out  of  improvement  works.  It  is  the  Council's  policy  to  encourage  the 
improvement  of  older  houses  and  it  is  hoped  in  future  that  a greater  pro- 
portion of  your  officers’  time  will  be  spent  in  connection  with  recondition- 
ing and  improvement  instead  of  condemnation  of  houses. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee  for 
their  whole-hearted  support  and  encouragement,  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Treasurer  for  their  co-operation,  and  to  my 
staff  for  the  consciencious  way  in  which  they  have  carried  out  their  work. 

I am,  Madam  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Stanley  Bent ham 

3rd  December,  1969.  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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1. 


ENVIRONMENT  OF  THE  ABM 


(a)  Water  Supply 

All  premises  within  the  area  are  connected  to  a piped  supply  of 
mains  water  which  is  provided  by  the  North  Bedfordshire  Water  Board. 
There  have  been  no  complaints  made  with  regard  to  the  supply  or 
quality  of  the  water  within  the  year. 


(b)  Drainage  and  Sanitation 


Only  six  premises  in  the  more  inaccessible  parts  of  the  district 
and  one  permanent  caravan  site  are  not  connected  to  public  sewers. 

All  but  one  of  these  premises  are  connected  to  satisfactory  private 
drainage  systems,  i.e.  cesspools  or  septic  tanks. 

Seventy-eight  drain  blockages  were  investigated.  Of  these  the 
Council  was  responsible  for  the  clearance  of  thirty-five  and  this  work 
was  carried  out  by  the  Council's  maintenance  staff. 


The  remaining  blockages  were  cleared  by  the  owners  on  our  advice 
and  where  necessary  notices  were  served  to  effect  the  clearance  of 
stoppages. 


Summary  of  Notices 


No.  of  Blockages:  78 

Informal  Notices:  37 


Public  Health  Act  1936 
Public  Health  Act  1936 
Public  Health  Act  1936 
Public  Health  Act  1961 


Sec.  24  Notices: 
Sec.  39  Notices: 
Sec.  93  Notices: 
Sec.  17  Notices: 


Public  Health  Act  1961  Sec. 


18  Notices: 


11  (Repairs  executed  by  Council) 

4 (Repairs  executed  by  Owners) 

1 (Repairs  executed  by  Owner) 

1 (Repairs  executed  by  Council 

in  default  of  Owner) 

4 (Repairs  executed  by  Council) 


(c)  Sewage  Disposal 

Satisfactory  reports  were  received  on  all  final  effluent  samples  taken 
by  officers  of  the  Great  Ouse  River  Authority  from  the  Council's  sewage 
disposal  works. 


<1  . 
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Following  the  submission  of  a Consultants  report  on  sludge  treatment, 
members  of  the  Council  inspected  a filter  press  installation  at  Little 
Marlow.  It  was  subsequently  agreed  to  install  similar  plant  at  the  sewage 
disposal  works. 


(d)  Public  Cleansing 

Few  complaints  were  received  in  connection  with  the  paper  sack  system 
of  house  refuse  storage  which  continued  to  operate  extremely  well. 

The  number  of  households  using  two  sacks  each  week  did  not  rise  too 
appreciably  and  the  need  for  the  Council  to  introduce  larger  sacks,  than 
the  2g-  cubic  feet  size  in  use,  did  not  arise. 

An  extended  trial  was  carried  out  with  polythene  sacks  but  these  were 
not  found  to  be  entirely  satisfactory. 


(e)  Civic  Amenities  Act  1968 

An  increase  in  the  number  of  vehicles  abandoned  on  private  and  public 
properties  has  resulted  in  the  passing  of  the  above  Act.  The  Council 
accept  in  a pound  at  the  Sewage  Works  at  Woburn  Road,  any  vehicle  owned  by 
a resident  in  the  area,  without  charge.  In  addition  the  Council  may  remove 
any  vehicle  which  has  been  abandoned  on  land  in  the  open  air  and,  after 
attempting  to  locate  the  cwner,  dispose  of  that  vehicle.  In  the  event  of  1 
owner  being  found  the  cost  of  removal  and  storage  are  recoverable  and  the 
person  who  abandons  a vehicle  illegally  is  liable  to  a fine. 

Several  cars  have  been  surrendered  voluntarily  and  it  has  not  been 
necessary  to  remove  any  other  abandoned  vehicle. 


(f )  Inspections  of  Premises 

The  following  table  summarizes  all  inspections  made  by  the  public  heall 

staff 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts 


Grocers  33 
Greengrocers  14 
Slaughterhouse  * 1 
Butchers  8 
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Confectioners  11 
Bakers  17 
Licenced  Premises  19 
Cafes  and  Restaurants  6 
Fish  and  Chip  Shops  7 
Canteens  10 
Chip  Factory  5 
Ice  Cream  Premises  57 
Ice  Cream  Samples  46 
Meat  Inspections  372 
Unsound  Food  30 
Food  Hygiene  Inspection  18 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  14 
Food  Samples  Laboratory  12 
Market  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles  15 
Imported  Food  Regulations  1 

Hops  j.flg,.  A?ts 

Repairs  36 
Individual  Unfit  54 
Inspection  Survey  12 
Clearance  Areas  105 
Overcrowding  15 
Improvement  Areas  41 

Public  Health  Acts 

Repairs  146 
Drainage  Obstructions  78 
Drain  Tests  and  Inspections  25 
Other  Nuisances  44 
Infectious  Diseases  126 
Food  Poisoning  4 
Refuse  Collection  131 
Refuse  Disposal  23 
Verminous  Premises  1 
Pest  Control  10 
Building  Byelaws  5 
Improvement  Grants  13 
Swimming  Pools  10 
Flooding  1 
Accumulations  of  Rubbish  1 
Stage  Play  Licences  2 
Smell  Nuisances  4 
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Other.  Acts  and  Regulations 


Petroleum  Regulations  5 
Sewerage  8 
Sewage  Disposal  6 
Factories  Act  (Mechanical)  5 
Factories  Act  (Ron  Mechanical)  5 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  72 
Noise  Abatement  50 
Caravans  31 
Miscellaneous  (Public  Health  Lab.,  Court,  etc.)  71 
Immigration  11 
Clean  Air  Act  18 
Pet  Animals  Act  1 
Watercourses  2 


(g)  Clean  Air  Acts 

Four  applications  for  prior  approval  under  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956 
were  received.  All  were  approved  subject  to  conditions  which  in  the  main 
required  increased  chimney  heights  and  insulation. 


(h) 


The  three  swimming  pools  at  Balliol  Road  Primary  School,  Bedford 
Road  Primary  School  and  Robert  Bruce  Secondary  Modern  School  received  regula 
inspections  during  the  year.  A comparator  has  been  purchased  to  facilitate 
the  control  of  the  condition  of  the  water,  which  on  most  occasions  has  been 
within  the  safety  limits  recommended. 


(i)  Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act  and  Regulations 

A detailed  inspection  of  licensed  premises  revealed  that  many  did  not 
comply  with  regulations  and  licence  conditions.  Action  was  initiated  to 
ensure  that  they  are  brought  up  to  standard. 

All  applications  for  licences  have  been  granted  subject  to  compliance 
with  new  and  more  stringent  conditions  adopted  by  the  Council.  A total  of 
twenty-seven  licences  were  in  force  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


22 


(j)  Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act  1964 


Three  persons  are  registered  as  dealers  in  scrap  metal,  working 
from  four  sites  in  the  District. 


(k)  Slaught erhous es 

There  is  only  one  private  licenced  slaughterhouse  within  the 
District  which  supplies  many  shops  throughout  the  area.  All  animals 
slaughtered  were  inspected  and  stamped  before  leaving  the  slaughterhouse 
by  the  Council's  Inspectors.  The  quality  of  animals  slaughtered  was 
generally  of  a high  standard,  nevertheless,  a total  of  7.55  tons  of 
meat  was  rejected  as  unfit. 

The  standard  charge  made  on  each  carcase  inspected  amounted  to  a 
total  of  approximately  £476  and  this  offsets  the  cost  of  this  vital 
service. 

The  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  cattle  and  sheep  affected 
with  conditions  other  than  tuberculosis  can  be  attributed  to  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  animals  suffering  from  parasitic  conditions 
of  the  liver.  The  number  of  pigs  affected  by  tuberculosis  continues 
to  fall  (from  7.8%  in  1967  to  4*6%  in  1968)  and  the  number  of  cattle 
affected  by  cysticercus  bovis  (human  tape  worh)  has  again  dropped. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


( i ) Meat  Inspection 


Cattle 

(excluding 

Cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  slaughtered  and 
inspected. 

1,903 

36 

8 

3,085 

4,174 

CONDEMNATIONS 

All  diseases  except  tuber- 
culosis and  cvsticercosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. 

821 

20 

296 

956 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticercosis. 

43.1% 

55.6% 

. 

9.6% 

22.4% 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. 

4 

192 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis. 

0.2% 

- 

- 

- 

4.6% 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. 

14 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration. 

8 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Percentage  effected. 

0.74% 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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Condemnations 


Weight  in  lbs 


Disease 

Beef 

Veal 

Mutton 

Pork 

Abscesses 

2,289 

4 

116 

Actinomycosis  & Actinobacillosis 

40 

- 

— 

- 

Arthritis 

— 

— 

25 

222 

Atrophy 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Brucelosis 

159 

— 

— 

— 

Cirrhosis 

42 

— 

— 

— 

Compaction 

3 

- 

3 

- 

Contamj  nation 

39 

- 

39 

190 

Embolism 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Emphysema 

35 

— 

- 

Endocarditis 

5 

— 

— 

- 

Fevered  Conditions 

— 

— 

-» 

189 

Haematoma 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Hydronephrosis  & Retention  Cysts 

46 

- 

— 

56 

Infarcts 

44 

— 

— 

42 

Infiltration 

20 

— 

— 

12 

Inflamation 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Mastitis 

15 

— 

— 

— 

Necrosis 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Nephritis 

78 

- 

- 

4 

Oedema  and  Bruising 

63 

- 

- 

3 

Parasites  and  Cysts 

5,244 

- 

444 

2,592 

Pericarditis 

10 

— 

1 

44 

Peritonitis 

39 

— 

4 

40 

Petechia 

29 

— 

— 

37 

Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy 

1,181 

— 

30 

749 

Seroma 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Telangiectasis 

204 

- 

- 

- 

'•tuberculosis 

259 

- 

- 

2,288 

Totals 

9,827 

- 

552 

6,595 
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(ii)  Food  Premises  and  Food  Control 


There  are  now  ninety-two  premises  to  which  the  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations  apply.  All  these  premises  were  inspected  at 
least  once  during  the  year.  A total  of  eighty-one  letters  were  sent, 
many  of  which  were  in  connection  with  contraventions.  These  contra- 
vonts  were  of  a minor  nature  and  no  prosecutions  were  instigated  for 
unhygienic  conditions. 


The  routine  bacteriological  sampling  of  ice  cream  resulted  in 
a higher  standard  of  ice  cream  generally  and  no  samples  were  found 
to  be  unsatisfactory. 


Regulations  concerning  Imported  Foods  have  been  amended  to 
facilitate  the  increasing  trend  towards  containerization.  These 
Regulations  make  provision  for  containers  packed  and  sealed  abroad  to 
be  shipped  direct  to  their  inland  destination  without  inspection  at 
the  docks.  The  Council  has  had  no  notification  of  containers 
arriving  in  the  District  and  requiring  our  inspection.  It  is  anti- 
cipated however,  that  in  the  next  few  years  the  amount  of  food  dis- 
tributed in  this  manner  will  increase  considerably. 
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Number  of  Food  Handling  Premises  in  the  Area 


Type  of  , No.  of 

Premises  * Premises 

(a)  Shops  Bakers  4 

Butchers  7 

Confectioners  (Sweets)  8 

Confectioners  (Flour)  2 

Grocers  26 

Greengrocers  6 

Fish  and  Chips  4 

(b)  Vans  and  Stalls  79 

(c)  Catering  Establishments  Cafes  and  Restaurants  3 

Works  Canteens  9 

School  Canteens  4 

(d)  Licenses  Premises  11 

(e)  Dairy  Depots  2 

(f)  Wholesale  Warehouses  4 

Total  number  of  food  premises  - 92 
Total  number  of  food  vans  - 79 

Premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act  1955 

Ice  Cream  Premises  - 24 

Cooked  Meat  or  Sausage 

Manufacturers  - 10 
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(iii)  Condemned  Food  1968 


The  following  unsound  food  was  surrendered  voluntarily  and  in  respect 
of  which  condemnation  certificates  were  issued. 


Tons 

Cwts. 

lbs, 

Meat  at  slaughterhouses 

7 

11 

70 

Canned  meat 

4 

89 

Canned  fish 

102 

Canned  fruit  and  vegetables 

1 

7 

59 

Other  Foods 

2 

100 

9 

7 

84 

(iv)  Unsound  Food 


Only  two  complaints  of  unsound  food  were  made  in  the  year,  both  of 
which  were  the  result  of  careless  handling  of  food  either  in  the  stage 
of  manufacture  or  retail  sale. 


Articleoff 

Food 

Nature  of 

Complaint 

Complainant 

Action  Taken 

Four  bottles 
of  Mineral 
Water 

Jelly-like 
bacterial  contam- 
ination of  drink. 

Private  person 

Unsuccessful 
enquiries  made  into 
cause  of  contamin- 
ation. Retailers 
prosecuted  and 
fined  £25  for 
selling  unfit  food. 

1 

Butter 

Packet  of  Butter 
containing  glass 
fragments. 

Private  Person 

Retailers  prosecuted 
under  Section  8 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 
Case  dismissed  on 
legal  technicality. 
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HOUSING 


(a)  New  Houses 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  dwellings  completed  for 
occupation  over  the  last  twelve  years 


Year 

Kemps ton 

U.D.C. 

Private 

Enterprise 

Total 

3.957 

6 

32 

38 

1958 

3 (flats) 

30 

33 

1959 

14 

35 

49 

j.960 

24 

43 

67 

1961 

— 

16 

16 

1962 

— 

19 

19 

1963 

— 

36 

3 (flats) 

39 

1964 

53 

237 

290 

1965 

119 

166 

285 

1966 

38 

142 

180 

1967 

8 

73 

81 

1968 

32 

142 

174 

38  (flats) 

3 (flats) 

41  (flats) 

TOTALS 

335 

977 

1,312 

(b)  Unfit  Houses 

Many  families  from  the  Cater  Street  and  Up  End  Clearance  Areas  have 
been  rehoused  in  the  new  Council  house  development  at  Woburn  Hoad,  and 
demolition  will  begin  as  soon  as  rehousing  is  complete. 

Demolition  and  Closing  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  several  other 
properties  in  Bunyan  Road,  Mar get ts  Hoad  and  High  Street. 

During  the  year  a complete  survey  of  substandard  houses  was  made  to 
determine  the  number  of  houses  requiring  future  action. 


Summary  of  Slum  Clearance 


Houses  Demolished  13 

Demolition  Orders  or  Closing  Orders 

Outstanding 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas 


29 


27 

47 


(c)  Overcrowding; 


Three  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  were  investigated  during 
the  year.  All  these  cases  involved  immigrants  and  were  abated  : 
following  informal  approaches  by  the  Council. 


(d)  Dwelling  House  Improvement 

The  Council  has  continued  to  pursue  a policy  of  improving  older 
houses  by  the  use  of  Standard  Improvement  Grants. 

An  area  suitable  for  Improvement  Area  action  has  been  surveyed 
but  due  to  impending  changes  in  the  conditions  applied  to  grants,  it 
was  decided  to  temporarily  postpone  further  action. 


(e)  Standard  Improvement  Grants  1968 

Applications  for  grants  were  received  and  dealt  with  as  listed 
below. 


Application  - Received 


9 

2 

1 

6 

6 


- Withdrawn 

- Deferred 

- Approved 

- Completed 


Total  amount  paid  in  Grants  £1,021 
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4. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  undertaken  during  the  year. 

The  pests  dealt  with  included  rats,  mice,  wasps,  beetles,  mites  and  flies. 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of  treatments 

Properties 

Inspected 

Properties 
found  to 

Notices 

served 

carried  out 

be 

infested 

under 
Sec.  4 

•o  Volun- 

Council's 

Operator  n ^ . 

^ wccupier 

Local  Authority’s 

Property 

3 

3 

— 

9 

Dwelling  Houses 

49 

49 

— 

136 

Business  Premises 

9 

9 

— 

30 

Agricultural  Property 

- 

- 

- 

- 

In  addition  the  sewerage  system  was  test  baited  but  no  takes  were 
recorded. 


All  domestic  properties  receive  free  treatment.  A small  charge 
is  made  in  respect  of  business  premises. 
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FACTORIES  ACT  196I 


PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


(a) 


Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 


vr  No.  of  j No.  of 

Register  j 


tions 


Notices 


Occupiers 

Prosecuted 


(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3, 4 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority. 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding 
outworkers 
Premises) • 


Nil 


80 


Nil 


19 


TOTALS 


99 


10 


Nil 
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(b)  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


No.  of  Cases 

Referred 

No.  of  Cases 

in  which  defects 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

in  which 

were 

Found 

found 

Remedied 

Inspec- 

tor 

Inspec- 

tor 

Prosecutions 
were  insti- 
tuted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

- — 

- - 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

4 ’ 

4 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  a gainst 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

outwork) 

5 

5 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

10 

10 

L 


(c)  Outworkers 

Section  133 

Section  134 

Nature  of 
Work 

No.  of 
Out 

Workers 

No.  of  Cases 
of  Default  in 
Sending  Lists 
to  Council 

No.  of 
Prosecutions 
for  Failure 
to  Supply 
Lists 

No.  of 
Instances 
of  Work  in 
Unwholesome 
Premises 

Notices 

Served 

Prose- 

cutions 

Dressmaking 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Glove 

Stitching 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Cushion 

Covers 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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6.  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 


Administration  of  this  Act  continued  to  account  for  a large  portion 
of  working  time.  Although  all  premises  were  provided  with  the  basic 
facilities  required  under  the  Act,  constant  checks  were  necessary  to 
ensure  that  all  the  requirements  of  the  Act  were  carried. 


Only  three  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year,  which  is  a very 
low  figure  considering  the  number  of  premises  in  the  District.  Only 
one  accident  was  of  a serious  nature  and  resulted  from  the  misuse  of  a 
paternoster  continuous  lift. 


Class  of 
Premises 

No*  of  Premises 
Registered  during 
1968 

No  . of  Premises 
which  received 
general 
inspections 

1 

Total  No. 
of 

Premises 

Registered 

t *L 

No.  of 

Persons 

employed 

Offices 

5 

24 

37 

631 

Retail  Shops 

1 

43 

58 

182 

Wholesale  Shops 
and  Warehouses 

= 

3 

5 

12 

Catering  Estab- 
lishments and 
Warehouses 
open  to  the 
Public 

Nil 

1 

4 

7 

Fuel  Storage 
Depots 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTALS 

6 

70 

104 

832 

( 262  mal' 
( 570  feme 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  MD  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963  (Continued) 


SUMMARY  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS 


0 9 6 6 OO 


Dirty  Walls  .0  . • . . • • . • 3 

Artificial  © e. 

Failure  to  Register  . • • • 

First  Aid  ••  00  •«  »• 

Failure  to  Display  Abstract 
Thermometer  <,*  ••  «.  „« 

Drinking  Water  «©  . © . « 

Unsafe  Stairs  00 

Unsai e Lofts  © © © © * • © © © • 00  • ® ® © © o © © 

Hot  and  Cold  Water  . 0 ..  ••  ••  »©  .©  «•  •• 

Wash  Hand  Basin  ©.  © . © » 

Dangerous  Floors  . © ©•  ©9  © • ©•  ••  ••  . • ©« 

Clothes  Drying  . » *.  . . ..  ..  © « . © 00 

Soap  and  Towels  .. 


© • • • 0 6 0 9 9 0 00 


09  09  90 


O OO  90  09  99  90  90  OO 


9 0 9 0 


3 

3 

3 
2 

4 
1 
1 

11 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 


Heating  .•*«  ©ae  ••  . © ••  ••  ••  1 

Sanitary  Accommodation  * . . • 1 

Failure  to  Notify  Accidents  .«  «►.  ••  ©,  . . ••  1 
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CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT  i960 


There  is  one  site  licenced  for  sixty-five  caravans  in  the 
District. 


The 
and  were 


few  problems  which  occurred,  were  of  a minor  nature 
quickly  dealt  with  on  an  informal  basis. 
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